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1
VEHICLE AND AN INSTRUMENT PANEL
FOR THE VEHICLE

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a vehicle and an instru-
ment panel for the vehicle.

BACKGROUND

Many vehicles include a passenger compartment for
receiving one or more passengers of the vehicle. Generally,
these vehicles include an instrument panel and seats disposed
inside the passenger compartment. In such vehicle architec-
ture, a heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) unit
and other components are mounted behind the instrument
panel or dashboard. A frame of such a vehicle includes a first
side wall adjacent to the driver side door and a second side
wall adjacent to the passenger side door. A cross-car beam is
attached to the frame to support the HVAC unit and other
components of the vehicle, such as a steering wheel. The
cross-car beam extends the entire width of the passenger
compartment from adjacent to the driver side door to the
passenger side door.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a vehicle architecture
which allows various components, such as a heating, venti-
lation and air conditioning (HVAC) unit to be moved outside
of a passenger compartment which allows an instrument
panel to be modified to reduce intrusion of the instrument
panel into the passenger compartment.

The vehicle architecture includes a wall, and the wall
includes a first end and a second end spaced from each other.
The wall also includes a first portion disposed adjacent to the
firstend, a second portion disposed adjacent to the second end
and a middle portion disposed between the first and second
portions. The vehicle also includes a panel, such as the instru-
ment panel, coupled to the wall. The panel includes a first
panel portion disposed along the first portion of the wall, a
second panel portion disposed along the second portion of the
wall and a middle panel portion disposed along the middle
portion of the wall. The panel extends outwardly away from
the wall to a distal surface to define a cavity between the distal
surface and the wall. The vehicle further includes an airbag
device attached to the second portion of the wall. The airbag
device is disposed inside the cavity. The vehicle also includes
a beam coupled to one of the first portion and the middle
portion of the wall inside the cavity. The beam extends into
the cavity from the first end of the wall along an axis such that
the beam is spaced from the second panel portion of the panel
and the second portion of the wall along the axis.

The present disclosure also provides a vehicle including a
frame defining a passenger compartment. The vehicle also
includes a wall attached to the frame to define a boundary of
the passenger compartment. The wall includes a first end and
a second end spaced from each other. The wall also includes
a first portion disposed adjacent to the first end, a second
portion disposed adjacent to the second end and a middle
portion disposed between the first and second portions. The
vehicle further includes a panel coupled to the wall and dis-
posed inside the passenger compartment. The panel includes
a first panel portion disposed along the first portion of the
wall, a second panel portion disposed along the second por-
tion of the wall and a middle panel portion disposed along the
middle portion of the wall. The panel extends outwardly away
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from the wall into the passenger compartment to a distal
surface to define a cavity between the distal surface and the
wall. The vehicle further includes an airbag device attached to
the second portion of the wall and disposed inside the cavity.
The vehicle also includes a beam coupled to one of the first
portion and the middle portion of the wall inside the cavity.
The beam extends into the cavity from the first end of the wall
along an axis such that the beam is spaced from the second
panel portion of the panel and the second portion of the wall
along the axis.

By spacing the beam from the second panel portion of the
panel and the second portion of the wall, the amount of space
the panel occupies inside the passenger compartment can be
decreased, thus providing a spacious passenger compartment.

The detailed description and the drawings or Figures are
supportive and descriptive of the disclosure, but the scope of
the disclosure is defined solely by the claims. While some of
the best modes and other embodiments for carrying out the
claims have been described in detail, various alternative
designs and embodiments exist for practicing the disclosure
defined in the appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic perspective view of a vehicle.

FIG. 2is aschematic fragmentary top view of the vehicle of
FIG. 1 with a roof and a hood removed, a distal surface of a
panel shown in phantom lines whereby to illustrate a travers-
ing cavity formed between the distal surface of the panel and
a wall defining the forward end of the vehicle’s passenger
compartment, and with a traversing beam extending into the
cavity a first distance.

FIG. 3 is a schematic fragmentary perspective view of the
panel and a frame of the vehicle of FIG. 1, with the wall
extending between the frame and the beam extending par-
tially between the frame, and with a bladder of an airbag
device in phantom lines in a pre-deployed position and the
panel removed.

FIG. 4 is a schematic cross-sectional view of the wall and
a portion of the panel illustrating the airbag device disposed
inside the cavity, with the bladder in phantom lines in a
deployed position.

FIG. 5is aschematic fragmentary top view of the vehicle of
FIG. 1 with the roof and the hood removed, with the distal
surface of the panel shown in phantom lines whereby to
illustrate the cavity formed between the distal surface of the
panel and the wall defining the forward end of the vehicle’s
passenger compartment, and with the beam extending into the
cavity further than as illustrated in FIG. 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to the Figures, wherein like numerals indicate
like or corresponding parts throughout the several views, a
vehicle 10 is generally shown in FIG. 1.

Turning to FIGS. 2 and 3, the vehicle 10 includes a frame
14 defining a passenger compartment 16. The frame 14 can be
a chassis, a support structure, a body, a bracket structure or
any other suitable support. The frame 14 includes a first side
18 disposed adjacent to a driver side door 20 and a second side
22 disposed adjacent to a passenger side door 24.

Continuing with FIGS. 2 and 3, the vehicle 10 can include
a seat 26 secured to the frame 14 inside the passenger com-
partment 16. More specifically, the seat 26 can be defined as
a passenger seat 26 disposed adjacent to the passenger side
door 24 and the vehicle 10 can further include a driver seat 28
disposed adjacent to the driver side door 20. More specifi-
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cally, the passenger seat 26 is a front passenger seat 26. [tis to
also be appreciated that the vehicle 10 can optionally include
a back seat secured to the frame 14 in a spaced relationship
behind the passenger and driver seats 26, 28 inside the pas-
senger compartment 16.

Referring to FIGS. 2-4, the vehicle 10 includes awall 30. In
certain embodiments, the wall 30 is attached to the frame 14
to define a boundary 32 of the passenger compartment 16.
Specifically, the wall 30 can be the frontal boundary of the
passenger compartment 16. For example, the wall 30 can be
the boundary 32 between the passenger compartment 16 and
a frontal compartment 34 of the vehicle 10. Generally, the
frontal compartment 34 of the vehicle 10 can house an engine
block, a transmission, a radiator, etc., or can be utilized for
storage.

As best shown in FIG. 2, the wall 30 includes a first end 36
and a second end 38 spaced from each other. Generally, the
wall 30 defines a total distance 40 between the first and
second ends 36, 38 (of the wall 30). The total distance 40
extends across the passenger compartment 16 between the
first and second ends 36, 38. In other words, the total distance
40 extends across the front of the passenger compartment 16
between the first and second sides 18, 22 of the frame 14.

Furthermore, the wall 30 includes a first portion 42 dis-
posed adjacent to the first end 36, a second portion 44 dis-
posed adjacent to the second end 38 and a middle portion 46
disposed between the first and second portions 42, 44. For
example, the driver seat 28 generally aligns behind the first
portion 42 and the passenger seat 26 generally aligns behind
the second portion 44. A center console 48 (see FIG. 2) canbe
disposed between the passenger and driver seats 26, 28 with
the center console 48 generally aligning behind the middle
portion 46.

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 4, the vehicle 10 further includes
apanel 50 (in phantom lines in FIG. 2) coupled to the wall 30.
The panel 50 is disposed inside the passenger compartment
16. The panel 50 can include various gauges to display vari-
ous information inside the passenger compartment 16. As
such, the panel 50 can be an instrument panel or a dash board.

Turning to FIGS. 2 and 3, the vehicle 10 can include a
steering column 52 to steer the vehicle 10. The steering col-
umn 52 is partially disposed inside the panel 50 and partially
extends outwardly into the passenger compartment 16. A
steering wheel 54 is coupled to the steering column 52 and
exposed inside the passenger compartment 16 such that a
passenger can steer the vehicle 10. Generally, the steering
wheel 54 faces the driver seat 28.

Referring to FIG. 2, the panel 50 extends along the total
distance 40 of the wall 30. Specifically, the panel 50 (in
phantom lines in FIG. 2 and fragmented in FIG. 3) includes a
first panel portion 56 disposed along the first portion 42 of the
wall 30, a second panel portion 58 disposed along the second
portion 44 of the wall 30 and a middle panel portion 60
disposed along the middle portion 46 of the wall 30. The
Figures illustrate one suitable configuration of the panel 50
and it is to be appreciated that the panel 50 can be other
configurations.

Continuing with FIGS. 2 and 4, the panel 50 includes a
distal surface 62, and specifically, the panel extends out-
wardly away from the wall 30 to the distal surface 62 to define
a cavity 64 between the distal surface 62 and the wall 30. In
other words, the panel 50 extends outwardly away from the
wall 30 into the passenger compartment 16 to the distal sur-
face 62. Specifically, the distal surface 62 extends away from
the wall 30 toward the seats 26, 28. Generally, a portion of the
cavity 64 along the first panel portion 56 defines a first size 66,
a portion of the cavity 64 along the second panel portion 58
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defines a second size 68 and a portion of the cavity 64 along
the middle panel portion 60 defines a third size 70. The
steering column 52 extends outwardly from the panel 50
along the first panel portion 56, and thus, the first size 66 is
configured to receive and support the steering column 52.
Simply stated, the first size 66 is disposed between the distal
surface 62 along the first panel portion 56 and the first portion
42 of the wall 30, the second size 68 is disposed between the
distal surface 62 along the second panel portion 58 and the
second portion 44 of the wall 30, and the third size 70 is
disposed between the distal surface 62 along the middle panel
portion 60 and the middle portion 46 of the wall 30.

Referring to FIG. 4, generally, the seat 26 is spaced from
the distal surface 62 of the panel 50. The seat 26 can include
a seating reference point 72 spaced a predetermined distance
74 from the distal surface 62 ofthe panel 50 along the second
panel portion 58. Specifically, the passenger seat 26 includes
the seating reference point 72, and therefore, the seating
reference point 72 of the passenger seat 26 is spaced the
predetermined distance 74 from the distal surface 62 along
the second panel portion 58. In certain embodiments, the
predetermined distance 74 can be of from about 750.0 milli-
meters to about 850.0 millimeters. The seating reference
point 72 location is based on the SgRP 50” percentile male
occupant. The SgRP is the theoretical hip point, also referred
to as the R-point, of the 507 percentile male, which can be
utilized by manufacturers when designing the vehicle 10. The
SgRP is measured in accordance with the test method set forth
by the Society of Automotive Engineers (SAE) SAEJ826.

Various components can be disposed in the cavity 64, some
of' which are discussed below. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, for
example, the vehicle 10 includes an airbag device 76 attached
to the second portion 44 of the wall 30 and disposed inside the
cavity 64. In certain embodiments, the wall 30 extends to an
edge portion 78 between the first and second ends 36, 38, with
the airbag device 76 attached to the edge portion 78. Further-
more, in certain embodiments, the edge portion 78 can
include a flange 80 extending outwardly toward the distal
surface 62. Therefore, in certain embodiments, the airbag
device 76 can be attached to the flange 80. The airbag device
76 can be attached to the wall 30 by fasteners, brackets,
braces, or any other suitable components. As one example,
the airbag device 76 can be utilized as an upper airbag for the
front passenger seat 26 area.

Continuing with FIG. 3, the airbag device 76 can include a
housing 82 attached to the wall 30 and a bladder 84 supported
by the housing 82. In certain embodiments, the housing 82 is
attached to the edge portion 78. More specifically, in certain
embodiments, the housing 82 is attached to the edge portion
78 along the second portion 44 of the wall 30. Furthermore, in
certain embodiments, the housing 82 can be attached to the
flange 80. It is to be appreciated that the airbag device 76 can
be attached to the wall 30 in any suitable location along the
second portion 44.

Generally, the bladder 84 is selectively inflatable. Specifi-
cally, the bladder 84 can present a pre-deployed position
being deflated and a deployed position being inflated. More
specifically, the bladder 84 is contained in the housing 82
when in the pre-deployed position and extends outwardly
from the housing 82 through the second panel portion 58
when in the deployed position. Furthermore, the airbag
device 76 can include an inflator 86 secured to the housing 82
and operably coupled to the bladder 84 to selectively inflate
the bladder 84. The pre-deployed position is shown in FIGS.
2 and 3 and the deployed position is shown in FIG. 4. Even
though not illustrated in FIG. 4, it is to be appreciated that a
portion of the panel 50 will open when the bladder 84 is
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inflated into the passenger compartment 16. It is to also be
appreciated that the inflator 86 can be connected to a power
source to supply power to the inflator 86 when actuated to
inflate the bladder 84.

As another example, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the vehicle
10 also includes a beam 88 coupled to one of the first portion
42 and the middle portion 46 of the wall 30 inside the cavity
64. The beam 88 extends into the cavity 64 from the first end
36 of the wall 30 along an axis 89 such that the beam 88 is
spaced from the second panel portion 58 of the panel 50 and
the second portion 44 of the wall 30 along the axis 89. There-
fore, the beam 88 is spaced from the cavity 64 along the
second panel portion 58 of the panel 50 and the second por-
tion 44 of the wall 30. Generally, the steering column 52 is
attached to the beam 88 such that the beam 88 supports the
steering column 52. Specifically, the steering column 52 is
attached to the beam 88 along the first portion 42, and thus a
portion of the steering column 52 is disposed inside the cavity
64 along the first portion 42. The steering column 52 can be
attached to the beam 88 by one or more brackets 90 (see FIG.
3), supports, braces, etc. For illustrative purposes only, the
bracket 90 has been removed from FIGS. 2 and 5.

As best shown in FIG. 2, generally, the beam 88 extends
into the cavity 64 a first distance 92 from the firstend 36 of the
wall 30. Furthermore, a first side end 94 of the beam 88 can be
attached to the first side 18 of the frame 14 and a second side
end 96 of the beam 88 is coupled to one of the middle portion
46 and the first portion 42 of the wall 30. Therefore, the
second side end 96 of the beam 88 is spaced from the second
side 22 ofthe frame 14, as well as, spaced from the second end
38 of the wall 30. As such, the beam 88 does not extend all the
way across the passenger compartment 16 between the first
and second sides 18, 22 of the frame 14. In other words, the
beam 88 extends partially across the passenger compartment
16 which provides a space savings in the cavity 64 by elimi-
nating some of the beam 88; and therefore, the distance that
the distal surface 62 ofthe panel 50 extends into the passenger
compartment 16 can be reduced or decreased. By spacing the
beam 88 away from the second portion 44, the cavity 64 along
the second portion 44 can be decreased in size which allows
for a spacious passenger compartment 16. Furthermore, the
beam 88 can be spaced from the middle portion 46, and thus,
the cavity 64 along the second portion 44 and the middle
portion 46 can be decreased in size which again allows for a
spacious passenger compartment 16.

In certain embodiments, the first distance 92 is about one-
third to about three-fourth less than the total distance 40 (of
the wall 30). In other embodiments, the first distance 92 is
about one-half to about two-third less than the total distance
40 (of the wall 30). In yet other embodiments, the first dis-
tance 92 is less than one-half of the total distance 40 (of the
wall 30). In yet other embodiments, the first distance 92 is
about one-half of the total distance 40 (of the wall 30). Again,
the beam 88 does not extend all the way across the passenger
compartment 16 between the first and second sides 18, 22 of
the frame 14. As such, the beam 88 is spaced away from the
second portion 44 of the wall 30 such that the second size 68
is less than the first size 66. In one embodiment, the beam 88
is coupled to the first portion 42 of the wall 30, and therefore,
each of the second and third sizes 68, 70 are less than the first
size 66 (see FIG. 2). In another embodiment, the beam 88 is
coupled to the middle portion 46 of the wall 30, and therefore,
the second size 68 is less than each of the first and third sizes
66, 70 (see FIGS. 3 and 5).

Referring to FIGS. 2 and 3, in one embodiment, the second
side end 96 of the beam 88 can be supported by a first bracket
98. In another embodiment, the second side end 96 of the
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beam 88 can be supported by the first bracket 98 and a second
bracket 100. Generally, the first and/or second bracket 98, 100
couple the beam 88 to the wall 30, and more specifically,
couple the second side end 96 of the beam 88 to one of the first
and middle portions 42, 46 of the wall 30.

Furthermore, the wall 30 can include a back portion 102
and a bottom portion 104 adjacent to the back portion 102,
with the first bracket 98 attached to one of the back portion
102 and the bottom portion 104 to couple the beam 88 to the
wall 30. Generally, the back portion 102 can separate the
passenger compartment 16 from the frontal compartment 34
while the bottom portion 104 can form part of a floor board of
the vehicle 10. Additionally, the back portion 102 can include
the edge portion 78, and thus the flange 80, which are dis-
cussed above.

The first, second and middle portions 42, 44, 46 are dis-
posed respective along the back and bottom portions 102,
104, and therefore, in one embodiment, the first bracket 98 is
attached to the bottom portion 104 of the wall 30 along one of
the first and middle portions 42, 46, and in another embodi-
ment, the first bracket 98 is attached to the back portion 102 of
the wall 30 along one of the first and middle portions 42, 46.
When utilizing the first and second brackets 98, 100, the first
bracket 98 is attached to one of the back portion 102 and the
bottom portion 104 along one of the first and middle portions
42, 46 and the second bracket 100 is attached to the other one
of'the back portion 102 and the bottom portion 104 along one
of'the first and middle portions 42, 46. It is to be appreciated
that one or more brackets, supports, braces, etc. can be uti-
lized to support the second side end 96 of the beam 88.

Turning to FIGS. 2 and 4, the vehicle 10 can also include a
duct 106 disposed inside the cavity 64 along the first and
second panel portions 56, 58 and the middle panel portion 60.
In certain embodiments, the duct 106 is spaced from the
airbag device 76, such as for example, the housing 82 of the
airbag device 76 and the inflator 86 of the airbag device 76.
The duct 106 directs a gaseous fluid, such as air, i.e., condi-
tioned air, heated air, etc., into the passenger compartment 16.
One or more vents 108 can be attached to the panel 50, with
the duct 106 in fluid communication with the vents 108 to
direct the gaseous fluid into the passenger compartment 16. It
is to be appreciated that the duct 106 and the vents 108 can be
any suitable location and configuration.

Referring to FIG. 2, the vehicle 10 can also include a
heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) unit 110
disposed outside of the passenger compartment 16. There-
fore, the HVAC unit 110 is not disposed in the cavity 64 of the
panel 50, and thus removing the HVAC unit 110 from the
cavity 64 allows the panel 50 to decrease in size which pro-
vides additional space savings in the passenger compartment
16. In other words, by disposing the HVAC unit 110 outside of
the passenger compartment 16, the cavity 64 along the second
portion 44 can be decreased in size which allows for a spa-
cious passenger compartment 16. For example, the HVAC
unit 110 can be disposed in the frontal compartment 34 of the
vehicle 10 or any other suitable location outside of the pas-
senger compartment 16. In certain embodiments, the duct 106
and the HVAC unit 110 are coupled to each other through the
wall 30, and in one embodiment, through the back portion 102
of the wall 30. Furthermore, disposing the HVAC unit 110
outside of the passenger compartment 16 allows the airbag
device 76 to be attached to the wall 30 instead of various other
components, such as, the panel 50, the beam 88, etc. Addi-
tionally, disposing the HVAC unit 110 outside of the passen-
ger compartment 16 allows the beam 88 to be shorter because
the beam 88 does not have to be designed to support the
HVAC unit 110.
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Generally, the duct 106 defines a chamber 112 (see FIG. 4)
in fluid communication with the HVAC unit 110 and the
passenger compartment 16. As such, the gaseous fluid is
guided through the chamber 112 from the HVAC unit 110 into
the passenger compartment 16 through the vent(s) 108. For
example, air can be guided through the chamber 112 and into
the passenger compartment 16.

While the best modes for carrying out the disclosure have
been described in detail, those familiar with the art to which
this disclosure relates will recognize various alternative
designs and embodiments for practicing the disclosure within
the scope of the appended claims. Furthermore, the embodi-
ments shown in the drawings or the characteristics of various
embodiments mentioned in the present description are not
necessarily to be understood as embodiments independent of
each other. Rather, it is possible that each of the characteris-
tics described in one of the examples of an embodiment can
be combined with one or a plurality of other desired charac-
teristics from other embodiments, resulting in other embodi-
ments not described in words or by reference to the drawings.
Accordingly, such other embodiments fall within the frame-
work of the scope of the appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A vehicle comprising:

a wall including a first end and a second end spaced from
each other, wherein the wall includes a first portion
disposed adjacent to the first end, a second portion dis-
posed adjacent to the second end and a middle portion
disposed between the first and second portions;

a panel coupled to the wall, wherein the panel includes a
first panel portion disposed along the first portion of the
wall, a second panel portion disposed along the second
portion of the wall and a middle panel portion disposed
along the middle portion of the wall;

wherein the panel extends outwardly away from the wall to
a distal surface to define a cavity between the distal
surface and the wall;

an airbag device directly attached to the second portion of
the wall and disposed inside the cavity; and

a beam coupled to one of the first portion and the middle
portion of the wall inside the cavity, with the beam
extending into the cavity from the first end of the wall
along an axis such that the beam is spaced from the
cavity that is disposed between the second panel portion
of the panel and the second portion of the wall.

2. A vehicle as set forth in claim 1 wherein the wall extends
to an edge portion between the first and second ends, with the
airbag device being attached to the edge portion.

3. A vehicle as set forth in claim 2 wherein the airbag device
includes a housing engaging the edge portion and a bladder
supported by the housing, with the bladder being selectively
inflatable.

4. A vehicle as set forth in claim 2 wherein the edge portion
includes a flange extending outwardly toward the distal sur-
face, with the airbag device being attached to the flange.

5. A vehicle as set forth in claim 4 wherein the airbag device
includes a housing attached to the flange and a bladder sup-
ported by the housing, with the bladder being selectively
inflatable.

6. A vehicle as set forth in claim 1 further including a duct
disposed inside the cavity along the first and second panel
portions and the middle panel portion.

7. A vehicle as set forth in claim 6 wherein the airbag device
includes a housing attached to the wall and a bladder sup-
ported by the housing, and wherein the airbag device includes
an inflator secured to the housing and operably coupled to the
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bladder to selectively inflate the bladder, with the duct being
spaced from the housing and the inflator.

8. A vehicle as set forth in claim 1 wherein a portion of the
cavity along the first panel portion defines a first size, a
portion of the cavity along the second panel portion defines a
second size and a portion of the cavity along the middle panel
portion defines a third size, with the beam spaced away from
the second portion of the wall such that the second size is less
than the first size.

9. A vehicle as set forth in claim 8 wherein the beam is
coupled to the first portion of the wall, with each of the second
and third sizes being less than the first size.

10. A vehicle as set forth in claim 8 wherein the beam is
coupled to the middle portion of the wall, with the second size
being less than each of the first and third sizes.

11. A vehicle as set forth in claim 1 wherein:

the wall defines a total distance between the first and sec-
ond ends;

the beam extends into the cavity a first distance from the
first end; and

the first distance is about one-third to about three-fourth
less than the total distance.

12. A vehicle as set forth in claim 1 wherein:

the wall defines a total distance between the first and sec-
ond ends;

the beam extends into the cavity a first distance from the
first end; and

the first distance is about one-half to about two-third less
than the total distance.

13. A vehicle as set forth in claim 1 wherein:

the wall defines a total distance between the first and sec-
ond ends;

the beam extends into the cavity a first distance from the
first end; and

the first distance is less than one-half of the total distance.

14. A vehicle comprising:

a frame defining a passenger compartment;

a wall attached to the frame to define a boundary of the
passenger compartment, wherein the wall includes a
first end and a second end spaced from each other, and
with the wall including a first portion disposed adjacent
to the first end, a second portion disposed adjacent to the
second end and a middle portion disposed between the
first and second portions;

apanel coupled to the wall and disposed inside the passen-
ger compartment, wherein the panel includes a first
panel portion disposed along the first portion of the wall,
a second panel portion disposed along the second por-
tion of the wall and a middle panel portion disposed
along the middle portion of the wall;

wherein the panel extends outwardly away from the wall
into the passenger compartment to a distal surface to
define a cavity between the distal surface and the wall;

an airbag device attached to the second portion of the wall
and disposed inside the cavity; and

a beam coupled to one of the first portion and the middle
portion of the wall inside the cavity, with the beam
extending into the cavity from the first end of the wall
along an axis and terminates before the cavity that is
disposed between the second panel portion of the panel
and the second portion of the wall.

15. A vehicle as set forth in claim 14 further including a seat
secured to the frame inside the passenger compartment, with
the seat spaced from the distal surface of the panel, and
wherein the seat includes a seating reference point spaced a
predetermined distance from the distal surface of the panel
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along the second panel portion, wherein the predetermined
distance is of from about 750.0 millimeters to about 850.0
millimeters.

16. A vehicle as set forth in claim 14 further including a
heating, ventilation and air conditioning (HVAC) unit dis-
posed outside of the passenger compartment, and further
including a duct disposed inside the cavity along the first and
second panel portions and the middle panel portion, with the
duct and the HVAC unit coupled to each other through the
wall, with the duct defining a chamber in fluid communica-
tion with the HVAC unit and the passenger compartment.

17. A vehicle as set forth in claim 16 further including a seat
secured to the frame inside the passenger compartment, with
the seat spaced from the distal surface of the panel, and
wherein the seat includes a seating reference point spaced a
predetermined distance from the distal surface of the panel
along the second panel portion, wherein the predetermined
distance is of from about 750.0 millimeters to about 850.0
millimeters.
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18. A vehicle as set forth in claim 14 further including a
steering column attached to the beam, with the beam coupled
to the first portion of the wall, and wherein the wall defines a
total distance between the first and second ends, and wherein
the beam extends into the cavity a first distance from the first
end, and wherein the first distance is about one-third to about
three-fourth less than the total distance.

19. A vehicle as set forth in claim 14 further including a
steering column attached to the beam, with the beam coupled
to the middle portion of the wall, and wherein the wall defines
a total distance between the first and second ends, and
wherein the beam extends into the cavity a first distance from
the first end, and wherein the first distance is about one-third
to about three-fourth less than the total distance.

20. A vehicle as set forth in claim 14 wherein the wall
extends to an edge portion between the first and second ends,
and wherein the airbag device includes a housing engaging
the edge portion and a bladder supported by the housing, with
the bladder being selectively inflatable.
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